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gether directly in a friendship that was to last, with a
short interval, until the death of one of them more than
forty years afterwards.

It is not certain that Horace Walpole at once adopted
that attitude of frivolous worship which he preserved to-
wards Gray in later life. He was a brilliant little social
meteor at Eton, and Gray was probably attracted first to
him. Yet it was characteristic of the poet throughout
life that he had always to be sought, and even at Eton
his talents may have attracted Walpole's notice. At all
events, they became fast friends, and fostered in one an-
other intellectual pretensions of an alarming nature. Both.
were oppidans and not collegers, and therefore it is diffi-
cult to trace them minutely at Eton. But we know that
they " never made an expedition against bargemen, or won
a match at cricket," for this Walpole confesses; but they
wandered through the playing-fields at Eton tending a
visionary flock, and "sighing out some pastoral name to
the echo of the cascade under the bridge" which spans
Chalvey Brook An avenue of limes amongst the elms
is still named the " Poet's Walk," and is connected by tra-
dition with Gray. They were a pair of weakly little hoys,
and in these days of brisk athletic training would hardly
be allowed to exist. Another amiable and gentle boy, still
more ailing than themselves, was early drawn to them by
sympathy : this was Richard West, a few months younger
than Gray and older than Walpole, a son of the Richard
West who was made Lord Chancellor of Ireland when he
was only thirty-five, and who then immediately died; his
mother's father, dead before young Kichard's birth, had
been the famous Bishop Gilbert Burnet. A fourth friend
was Thomas Ashton, who soon slips out of our history,
but who survived until 1775.